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Oty  of  Halifax 


NE  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  years  ago  were 
the  foundations  of 
the  City  of  Halifax 
laid  on  the  shores 
of    Chebucto  har- 
bor.    This   capital 
city  came  into  be- 
ing not  by  chance  nor  through  mere 
fortuitous  circumstance,    but    because 
conditions  were  weighed  by  men  who 
knew  what  they  were  doing.     In  what 
they  did  they  acted  wisely  and  well.  The 
settlement  was  called  Halifax  in  honor 
of  Lord  Halifax,  the  President  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Trade  and   Planta- 
tions.    To-day  the  city  has  over  40,000 
population,  exclusive  of  Dartmouth  on 
the  other  side  of  the  harbor;  it  has  a 
large  commercial  and  industrial  life;  its 
mileage  of  streets  is   more  than    100, 
and  it  is  one  of  the  most  substantial 
and  beautiful  communities  in  Canada. 


Halifax  Is 
an  Ancient 
Port 


It  was  in  the  year  1749  that  Edward 
G)rnwallis,  with  his  officers  and  ex- 
pedition, reached  Chebucto,  the  Indian 
name  for  what  became  Halifax  harbor. 
Those  courageous  statesmen  and 
pioneers,  sent  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, were  determined  upon  the 
establishment  of  what  would  one  day 
become  a  prosperous  entrepot  and  mart 
ot  commence  for  that  great  country 
now  comprised  in  the  Atlantic  provinces 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  They 
had  learned  from  the  French,  who 
knew  it  well,  the  superb  qualities  of 
Chebucto  as  a  harbor.  They  may  also 
haye  been  aware  of  the  fact  that,  tor 
ages  before,  the  Indians  of  North 
America,  from  the  far  St.  Lawrence 
river  to  Chebucto,  had  made  the  shores 
of  this  port  a  centre  for  much  of  their 
primitive  trade.  Long  ere  the  face  of 
the  white  man  was  seen  had  the  red 
Indian  skirted  the  St.  Lawrence, 
reached  this  Acadian  peninsula  near 
where  it  joins  the  mainland  of  the 
continent,  and  crossing  by  portage 
and  canoe  reached  this  harbor — "  the 


great  haven  "— Chebucto,  as  it  was 
called  in  (he  liquid  language  of  the 
aborigines. 

Great  Britain  already  had  a  capital 
in  Acadia  when  it  was  determined  to 
found  a  city  on  Chebucto  bay — she 
had  come  into  possession  of  Port  Royal, 
the  ancient  capital  of  Acadia.  But  for 
the  very  reason  which  makes  Halifax 
to-day  pre-eminently  the  wharf  of  the 
Canadian  Dominion,  the  one  eastern 
Canadian  port  without  a  peer,  it  was 
decided  that  the  chief  city  of  Acadia 
must  face  on  the  broad  Atlantic,  must 
look  straight  across  the  ocean  to  the 
mother  country  and  the  older  lands  of 
Europe.  By  founding  Halifax  the 
British  government  placed  the  capital 
on  a  harbor  that  then  became  the  front 
door  of  the  Acadian  land  ;  that  is  now 
the  open  door  of  Eastern  Canada  ;  that 
since  its  establishment  has  had  com- 
mercial importance,  and  which,  as  years 
go  on,  cannot  but  become  more  and 
more  the  pivotal  point  for  the  handling 
of  a  larg-e  portion  of  the  trans-Atlantic 
passenger  and  freight  traffic  of  Canada. 


Why  Halifax 
was  Selected 


Halifax  Is         Halifax  is  unique  in  the  possession  of 
Unique  many  privileges  and  advantages.     It  is 

situated  on  a  port  unsurpassed  in  the 
wide  world  for  accessibility  and  ^afety  ; 
it  is  the  one  port  on  the  American 
mainland  nearest  to  Europe,  open  the 
year  round  ;  it  is  a  forti^-ed  city  and  the 
headquarters  of  Great  Britain's  military 
and  naval  establishments  in  North 
America ;  it  is  a  headquarters  for 
ocean  cables ;  it  is  the  capital  of  a 
province  with  half  a  million  popula- 
tion and  vast  treasures  of  developed 
and  undeveloped  mineral  wealth  ;  it  is 
a  great  educational  centre  ;  it  is  the 
headquarters  of  an  extensive  banking 
system  with  branches  throughout  the 
whole  Dominion  and  even  reaching 
to  leading  centres  in  the  neighboring 
republic  ;  it  is  the  Atlantic  terminus  of 
the  Canadian  government  system  of 
railways  ;  it  is  a  centre  from  which 
railways  diverge  east,  west  and  north  ; 
it  is  the  terminus  of  regular  ocean  lines 
to  Europe  and  the  West  Indies  ;  it  is 
the  port  from  which  an  immense  coast- 
wise traffic  is  carried   by  steamer  and 
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sail  ;  it  is  close  to  the  track  of  naviga- 
tion between  Europe  and  New  York  ; 
it  has  a  graving  dock  to  accommodate 
the  largest  craft  afloat ;  it  is  the  home 
of  many  philanthropic  institutions  ;  in 
situation  and  environment  it  is  pictur- 
esque and  beautiful  ;  it  has  an  equable 
and  pleasant  climate.  The  possession, 
not  of  one  of  these,  but  of  so  many 
advantages  makes  Halifax  unique. 
With  these  elements  in  her  favor — 
some  the  gifts  of  nature  and  many  the 
results  of  her  own  efforts — Halifax 
people  are  not  "  resting  on  their  oars." 
Halifax  has  ambitions,  aspirations, 
energy,  faith.  Great  things  have  been 
accomplished  by  the  people  in  this 
old  city,  and  the  present  generation  are 
determined  that  what  has  been  done 
shall  be  but  the  beginning  of  what  is 
yet  to  be  attained. 

Halifax  believes  that  this  port  must 
become  the  western  terminus  of  a  Fast 
Atlantic  steamship  service  between 
Britain  and  Canada  that  will  equal  the 
lines  to  New  York  and  will  secure  the 
passenger  business  and   much  of  the 


Fast  Atlantic 
Line  to  this 
Port 


A  Quick 

Passenger 

Service 


freight  now  going  up  tlie  St.  Lawrence 
and  to  American  ports.  Halifax  rightly 
claims  to  be,  par  excellence,  the  Atlantic 
port  of  Canada.  Situated  in  latitude 
44-39  N-.  longitude  63.35  W.,  2,450 
miles  from  Liverpool,  near  the  line  of 
the  great  circle  between  New  York  and 
ports  in  Great  Britain,  it  is  from  one  to 
two  days  nearer  the  latter  than  any 
other  port  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
between  St.  John  and  New  York. 
"From  an  acquaintance  with  some  of 
the  best  harbors  in  the  world,"  says 
Captain  J.  Taylor  Wood,  "such  as 
Naples,  San  Francisco,  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
I  know  of  none  that  combines  so  many 
advantages  as  Halifax.  The  harbor 
opens  directly  on  the  Atlantic,  is  easy 
of  access  at  all  times  ;  has  compara- 
tively small  rise  and  fall  of  tiucs  ;  safe 
and  commodious ;  of  uniform  depth 
10  to  12  fathoms ;  good  holding 
ground;  well  buoyed  and  lighted." 

A  steamer  of  20  knots  could  land 
passengers  in  Halifax  in  five  days  from 
Liverpool;  of  25  knots  in  four  days. 
A  steamer  of  average  speed  could  make 
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QHART  showing  the  only  Safe  Fast  Mail  and  Passenger  Route    j.. 
C,  O.  Allen,  a  id  approved  and  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Tre    e 
figures  in  the  centre  of  each  one-degree  square  show  for  the  mont  J  o 
been  recorded  within  the  given  square  during  the  three  years  period 
issued  by  'he  Hydrographic  Office  at  Washington. 


Route  ;tween  Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom,  from  a  map  designed  by 
of  Tra  e  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  at  a  :neeting  held  in  Sydney.  The 
3  montj||  of  July  the  number  of  days  in  eacli  hundred*  upon  which  fog  has 
rs  period  of  1899-1901,  as  taken  from  the  pilot  chart    of   the  North  Atlantic, 


13  trips  between  Halifax  and  Liverpool, 
while  she  would  be  making  only  twelve 
to  any  other  present  rival  port — an 
annual  saving  of  over  8  per  cent.  The 
land  haul  must  needs  be  very  consider- 
ably  longer  to  cancel  this  advantage, 
which  is  only  one  of  many  in  favor  of 
this  port. 

Nova  Scotia  is  the  "  long  wharf  of 
the  Dominion,"  and  Halifax  is  a  pivotal 
point  in  the  world's  commerce  in  water 
freights.  It  is  nearer  Pernambuco,  the 
pivotal  point  of  South  America  than 
British  ports  or  than  Atlantic  or  gulf 
ports  of  ihe  United  States.  The  same 
is  geographically  true  as  to  South 
Africa,  and  the  west  coast  of  the  two 
Americas.  When  the  Panama  canal  is 
cut,  the  advantage  which  the  Suez 
route  now  affords  British  and  Euro- 
pean manufacturers  in  the  Far  East 
will  be  removed  and  the  vast  markets 
of  the  Pacific  Islands  and  of  the  Orient 
wilt  be  open  to  Nova  Scotia  producers 
and  manufacturers  and  to  shipping 
from  Halifax. 


A  Worid. 
Centre 


AcceaalMe 
■ml  Safe 


The  acccMibility  anU  safety  of  the 
port  of  Halifax  are  important  elements. 
With  the  exception  of  the  loss  of  one 
small  steamer,  due  to  gross  careless- 
ness on  ''  part  of  the  pilot,  not  a 
single  disaster  has  occurred  at  this 
harbor  or  in  its  approaches  during 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
This  is  the  claim  for  a  harbor  open  the 
year  round  and  whose  foreign  and 
coastwise  arijvals  and  departures  last 
year  numbered  5,756  steam  and  sailing 
vessels,  having  an  aggregate  tonnage 
of  1,498,664.  The  nationalities  repre- 
sented in  the  foreign  shipping  visiting 
the  port  of  Halifax  last  year  were  : — 
British,  899;  United  States,  163  ; 
Norway  and  Sweden,  43;  Austrian,  i; 
Belgian,  1;  Danish,  18;  French,  26; 
German,  33;  Italian,  9;  Russian,  i; 
Cuban,  i.  The  number  of  vessels  and 
the  tonnage  visiting  Halifax  last  year 
is  official/y  stated  as  follows  : — 

Vessels.    Tonnage. 

Steamers 1,426     1,155,422 

Sail 4,330        343>Z4» 


Totals 5,756     1,498,664 
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Thii  volume  of  shipping  at  Halifax 
has  varied  but  little  from  year  to  year. 
Against  it  is  but  one  total  loss  in  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  No  other 
port  in  Eastern  Canada  can  present  a 
like  record.  Last  year,  for  instance, 
on  the  St.  Lawrence  route  there  was  a 
list  of  thirty  disasters,  more  or  less 
severe.  In  view  of  this  the  injustice  of 
an  insurance  rate  to  this  port  as  high 
as  that  to  the  St.  Lawrence  is  apparent., 
The  H-'ifax  Board  of  Trade  has  pro- 
tested against  this  discrimination,  and 
believes  that  the  day  must  soon  come 
when  the  exceeding  safety  of  this 
route  will  be  recognized  by  marine 
underwriters  in  accepting  compar<i- 
tively  lower  rates  on  shipping  bound  to 
Halifax. 

The  navigable  channel  entering 
Halifax  harbor,  at  its  narrowest  part,  is 
three-eighths  of  a  mile  wide.  New 
York  has  not  1,200  feet  in  its  channel, 
ana  the  tide  has  to  be  waited  for. 
Competing  ports  of  other  provinces 
and  the  United  States  have  tides  which 
place  an  embar^'o  on  navigation  a  part 


LoMrer 
liwu  ranee 
Ratea 


Low  Port 
Charges 


A  Grand 

Water 

Front 


of  every  day.  Halifax  has  a  rise  and 
fall  of  some  four  feet,  and  no  mariner 
here  ever  required  to  think  of  the  tide. 
In  addition  to  the  elements  of  accessi- 
bility, distance  and  safety,  there  is  in 
favor  of  Halifax,  as  against  other  ports, 
that  of  cheapness.  For  every  five 
dollars  of  port  charges  and  expenses  of 
docking  in  Halifax,  from  seven  to  ten 
dollars  must  be  paid  in  any  other  port 
that  is  asking  for  a  share  of  the  export 
and  import  trade  of  Canada  or  of  the 
continent. 

The  water  front  of  Halifax,  available 
for  docking  purposes,  extends  for  mile 
after  mile  from  the  southern  wharves, 
past  the  grain  elevator,  the  Intercol- 
onial wharves,  the  dry  dock,  the  sugar 
refinery,  to  the  northern  piers  of  the 
Intercolonial  railway.  Beyond  that  is 
Bedford  Basin,  an  expansion  of  the 
harbor  where  the  combined  navies  of 
the  world  might  anchor.  The  water  is 
bold,  the  tides  moderate,  so  that  dock 
construction  is  easy  and  comparatively 
inexpensive.  It  is,  moreover,  a  water 
front  not  confined   to  the  western   side 


on  which  Halifax  is  built,  but  is  more 
than  duplicated  in  the  great  stretch  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  harbor,  where 
Dartmouth  is  situated.  Haliiax  har- 
bor is  unequalled  by  any  of  its  com- 
petitors, and  it  is  not  surpassed  by  any 
in  the  world.  On  its  western  shore 
there  are  magnificent  opportunities  for 
shipbuilding  plants.  On  both  sides  are 
powerful  and  growing  industrial  enter- 
prises and  there  are  unrivalled  oppor- 
tunities for  scores  of  others. 

Halifax  men  have  made  a  marked 
success  of  the  banking  business,  and  the 
names  of  the  financial  institutions  of 
this  city  have  become  almost  household 
words  all  over  Canada.  Four  great 
banks  have  their  head  offices  here, 
Halifax  money  furnishing  the  capital 
invested  therein,  and  there  are  branches 
of  three  other  banks.  The  capital  in 
the  four  Halifax  banks  amounts  to 
$7,078,350,  and  the  reserve  fund  to 
$7.  "9.390.  a  total  $14,197,740.  The 
success  attained  by  Halifax  men  in  the 
establishment  and  management  of  these 
institutions  demonstrates  what  can  be 
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accomplished  by  the  right  men  working 
wisely,  and  shows  what  enormous 
wealth  has  been  accumulated  in  Halifax 
available  for  use  in  business — for  the 
capital  invested  in  the  local  banks  and 
in  scores  of  other  prosperous  enterprises 
in  Halifax  was  made  in  this  city. 
Had  the  first  The  Halifax  Clearing  House  Associa- 
Clearlng  tion,  which  was  formed  in  1887,  was  the 

House  Srst  organization  of  the  kind  in  Can- 

ada, and  it  is  noteworthy  that  the 
system  was  afterwards  introduced  into 
Montreal  by  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  Halifax  banks  which  had  a  branch 
in  the  commercial  metropolis  of  Can- 
ada. The  membership  ot  the  associa- 
tion is  composed  of  the  following  local 
banks  having  their  head  offices  in  this 

city  : — 

CAPTfAL.  Reserve. 

Bank  of  Nova  Scotia $a,ocx>,cxx>  $3,000,000 

Union  Bank  of  Halifax. 1,983,730  874,930 

People's  Bank  of  Halifax ... .       1.000,000  430,000 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada. 3,795.630  3,834,460 

The  three  branches  of  outside  banks 
— Bank  of  Montreal,  Bank  of  British 
North  America  and  the  Canadian  Bank 
of  Commerce,  are  also  members  of  the 
association, 
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Fifteen  years  ago  the  Halifax  clear- 
ing house  was  established.  The  yearly 
totals  of  transactions,  for  the  years 
given  below,  will  serve  to  how  the 
steady  and  great  increase  in  the  com- 
mercial transactions  ot  Halifax  during 
the  period  since.     The  figures  are: — 

1888 $50,316,920 

"893 60,104,338 

1899 70,600,705 

»90o 77.594.870 

1901 87, 148,064 

190* 88,532,252 

The  proximity  of  Halifax  to  great 
coal  and  iron  fields  on  the  mainland  of 
this  province  and  in  Cape  Breton,  the 
low  cost  of  power,  abundant  material 
from  which  to  obtain  intelligent  skilled 
labor,  its  convenient  facilities  for  the 
carriage  of  goods  by  rail  and  water,  its 
central  location  and  commanding 
position  for  the  economical  supplying 
of  home  and  foreign  markets,  are 
among  the  factors  which  enable  Hali- 
fax to  offer  exceptional  inducements 
for  the  establishment  of  manufactures. 
The  success  of  large  existing  industrial 
establishments  in  this  city  shows  what 
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may  be  accomplished  by  the  intelligent 
application  of  capital  and  energy. 
Delightful  Halifax  has  no  great  extremes  of 
Place  of  heat  and  cold.  Ocean  breeres  keep 
Residence  the  summer  days  delightfully  cool, 
and  its  position  on  the  Atlantic  also 
moderates  the  rigor  of  winter.  Its 
equable  climate  is  much  like  that  of 
central  England.  The  city's  water 
supply  is  good,  the  drainage  and  sani- 
tary conditioiis  are  excellent,  its  situa- 
tion and  environment  are  charming. 
These  with  its  educational  and  social 
advantages  contribute  to  make  Halifax 
a  desirable  place  of  residence.  It  is 
the  headquarters  of  Britain's  naval 
and  military  power  on  this  continent, 
nearly  every  branch  of  the  services  being 
represented. 
City's  No  city  in  Canada  has  a  more  ad- 

Hopeful  vantageous  geographical  situation  or 
Outlook  more  charming  environment  than  has 
Halifax  ;  none  has  a  brighter  outlook  ; 
in  none  are  the  people  more  prosper- 
ous.  Here  there  is  room  for  the  cap- 
ital, the  V  rains  and  the  skill  of  our 
own  peopiC  and  of  those  v/ho  come  to 
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help  us  grasp  the  opportunities  ready 
to  hand,  and  develop  the  resources  that 
have  waited  all  these  years. 
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